The Deontological Code of the Warsaw University Legal Clinic

On the basis of the above legal ethics code, legal clinics have undertaken to create their own ethical code. The below deontological code of the Warsaw University Legal Clinic may serve as an example. 

The Deontological Code of the Student Legal Assistance Center at the 

Faculty of Law and Administration of the Warsaw University, the "Legal Clinic"

Art. 1

Students and supervisors (hereinafter referred to as Clinic coordinators) shall protect the clients' best interest audaciously and honorably, and without consideration to any consequence to themselves or any other party. 

Art. 2

The students’ and coordinators’ attitude shall express willingness to lend assistance to the client. 

Art. 3

In the delivery of legal assistance students and coordinators shall observe the rules of conscientiousness and diligence, they shall produce their work in a timely manner. 

Art. 4

Students and coordinators shall not disclose and keep secured from dissemination and wrongful use any information obtained during the course of their participation in the Clinic’s activities.  This obligation is not limited in time. 

Art. 5

The Clinic may not attend to cases where the client’s interest conflicts with that of:

1. A person who is or has been a client of the Clinic;

2. A person who is or has been a client of a person who acts in the Clinic as a student, coordinator or member of the administrative staff; a person who is or has been a client of an entity within the framework of which the persons mentioned above delivered or participated in the delivery of legal assistance. 

Art. 6

Clinic students and coordinators shall not undertake legal assistance:

1. if its result could concern themselves or their property;

2. if they previously delivered legal assistance to the opposing party in the same case or a related case or acted as witness;

3. against a close person or a person with whom they are in a serious personal dispute;

4. to clients with conflicting interests, also despite the clients' consent. Should conflicts of interest manifest themselves within the course of delivery of legal assistance the student is obliged to inform his client of their inability to continue its delivery. 

Art. 7

Students who deliver paid legal assistance in another entity shall not be Clinic students. 

Art. 8

Students and coordinators shall not deliver legal assistance that would facilitate committing a crime or would indicate the possibility of avoidance of criminal responsibility for crime that would be committed in the future. 

Art. 9

Students shall not provide false information in any legal opinion or any pleading they draft.

Art. 10

Clinic students and coordinators shall not justify violation of ethics with suggestions made by a client. 

Art. 11

Clinic students and coordinators shall observe the rule of substantiveness in delivering legal assistance.

Art. 12

In delivering legal assistance, Clinic students and coordinators shall consider legal and non-legal aspects of problems identified from the point of view of the client, as well as the client's system of values. When conferring with clients, students shall take into consideration the need to deliver moral support to the client. 

Art. 13

Students shall actively include the clients in reviewing options to solve the problem, and conscientiously present them with the legal options for protecting their rights. 

Art. 14
Students shall inform the clients of any action undertaken within the framework of legal assistance delivered to them and of their result, they shall also promptly deliver answers to clients' questions. 

Art. 15
Students shall refuse legal assistance to clients whose trust they lost. 

Art. 16
Students shall not deliver legal assistance to persons who are unauthorized to receive such assistance. 

Art. 17
At client's request, the Clinic shall surrender all documents supplied by the client and copies thereof.

Art. 18
The Clinic rests under no obligation to incur costs relating to the delivery of legal assistance, such as court fees. 

Art. 19
Clinic students and coordinators shall accept no financial profit or personal benefit in return for delivery of legal assistance. 

Art. 20
Student and coordinator relations shall be marked by friendliness and the desire to help others.

